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FARMERS — MULTI-PERIL CROP INSURANCE 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.08 pm]: 
This year has been extraordinarily volatile for our farmers in the southern half of the state—a roller-coaster ride 
of promise and disappointments. This week’s hail and storm damage to crops nearly ready for harvesting across 
wheatbelt towns such as Tammin, Bolgart and Southern Cross has been heartbreaking for growers. 
Prior to the crop damage, farmers were expecting to harvest a bumper crop; the lower than average rainfall in 
September had been offset by timely above average rainfall in October. At the same time, farmers in the great 
southern are facing difficult weather conditions, producing drying dams and below average crop yields. It has been 
a challenging time for Western Australian farmers. Recognising the challenges that farmers in WA face, I strongly 
support those in the industry exploring options that could improve the practicality of multi-peril crop insurance. 
Hail and frost can wipe millions of dollars from the value of crops overnight, severely impacting not only farm 
profitability in the short term, but also the viability of farms and farmers’ livelihoods in the longer term. Multi-peril 
crop insurance is one avenue that can help farmers manage the risks and volatility associated with their business. 
It has proven to be a tool of great importance to farmers in North America. 

Multi-peril crop insurance has a chequered history in WA, and Australia more broadly. I believe it is important to 
explore the issue in more detail to see what can be done at both state and national levels to get this cover on 
a commercial basis. I acknowledge the hard work and effort of Rhys Turton, vice president of WAFarmers, for 
engaging with this important matter. 
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